102nd Annual
Better Newspaper
Competition Awards




MCNA would like.to.welcome you to-the 102nd MCNA
Annual Better Newspapers Competition Awards

We are very grateful for.your-participation, hard work
and professionalism in-serving your.communities Iin
Manitoba each .week. We are-also:.thankful for your

photographic,-artistic; editorial -and journalistic
excellence. Today, we celebrate you!

We are-also exceptionally grateful to our-dedicated
sponsors. Theirunderstanding; kindness and support
for this event \was steadfast, even during-a pandemic.




Life Membership Awards
2021




MCNA would like:to announce
that the following:three people
were nominated-and approved for
Life Membership Awards with MCNA 'In 2021

Ken Waddell
Vickl Wallace
Don Piett

We extend our sincere congratulations-and appreciatio
for their years of dedicated service to MCNA and to the
Newspaper Industry in'Manitoba and Canada




Gold Quill Award
2021




MCNA would like'to announce
that the following person
was nominated and approved for
a Gold Quill Award in 2021

Wes Keating

We extend our sincere congratulations-and

b oLILING OA let-A 2y« F2:NJ-20Sa Qa

service to the Newspaper Industry Iin
Manitoba and Canada




Silver Quill Awards
2021




MCNA would like:to announce
that the following five people were -nominated and
approved for “Silver Quill Awards in 2021

Brian Gilroy
Jim /Mihaly
Suzanne Mihaly
Connie Kay
Murray Harvey

We extend our sincere congratulations-and
appreciation for their 25 years of dedicated
service to the Newspaper Industry
In Manitoba and across Canada.




And now...
Ontoithe 2021
MCNA'BNC Awards
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Award winning artist brings Jesus back to Tabor Baptist

BY SHELDON BIRNIE
STAFF REFORTER

TRANSCONA

A familtar face anco agetn looms ower tho
cumsr of Madedine Stroet and Harvand
Avorme,

Last week, mural argst Charle johnston
completod woek on 2 new mural depicting
Jesus Christan the ot wall of the Tabor
Haptist Chroch (710 Madeine SL).

“Thists both Itterally and figuratively the
second coming” saed Johrston, an intema.-
nomlhmmdmdmrd wnm.lngm

Hack 2 2007, Joh

“The question wars, do you Iy replacing
the past, or do you move o a new Siture?”
Giesbrocht sutd.

Following lengthy dscusdons, the cngeo-
gation decided to move on.

“Fostically, it's also the retum of the plece,”
Johnston sxid. “1t seally continues the narr
tive tn 3 wary, rather than trying to repatnt the
U

“The Bitilo sys, “Jesus is the dght of the
work?” Gloesheacht saad. “We wantod that
tdesy, bat you don't see anythéng when you
look at light How do you patnt light without
looking ke 2 white wall>”

Gleshrocht and johnson discussod the

bvpaﬂxﬂnd(kﬁm:b:mpaun:muﬂ
of Cietst o the front, and another smeral on
the back, of the chusch. While patnting the
mural on Madeline Strect, a netghbour tnok

problesn, and came up with a novel solution.
“Another truth about God sshelvesin
dichotomy,” Gieshencht ssod. “Light & #ie
same way.
I ding on how the sunlight hets the

fsaue, called the police, and the story made
tnternational headlines.

“Muraks area mmattve medtum” jobnston
told the Hersld tn 2019, “They speak to an
e, they tell 2 story, they'rea public con-
wemsation. The controversy was the best wary
%0 continue the narmtte”

1n the years since then, the mural became
a place magker for masy In Transcona. But
last surmmer, a change in follow-
ing Gieshrocht's retisement had Tabor Bap-
st Church change tts name, albex briefly,
to CityLight Chanch. The incoming pastocs
wanted to make a chang, so e awand-
winning mural of Christ was covered up, the
wall restuccoed.

“We Shought long and hard about what 1o
do, but we decsdod having that newes look
for the new church coming In was a good
sdea” pastor Andre Lodeer told the Herald
in July 2019.

Howaver, folowing the abnapt departum
of the incoming leadership in December
2019, Geshracht & back at Tabor Baptist
Church as interim pastoe. One hing the com-
gregation wantoed was 2 new mural.

3

mural, ditfesort aspocts of the patnting wil
be Sumenatod.

“Thelight is a dynamic elemnent of the pic-
ture” Giesbrocht satd. “R 1s ong that requins
the sun and moverment of it The tension that
et I our reality is a truth St gives that
1dea of God sxisting in so many tensions.
“Thets &s our effort to make that tendon-truth
ovsdent in a way that you cmn understand ™

johnston added that the arggnal stiucco
Joib fesrtured a difforent texture, which was
incorposated tnto the ortgenal portratt.

“The wholo walll was a close cut parzatt of
Jesus” he said. “By dotng the mural at St
scalle I was able 10 orate that verstmilitude.
The stucco was almost amalogous to the
textume of the poces on his skin 2t the monu-
mental scale”

Asa mmural artist, johnston & no stranger
to having his work dsappess Som the public
sphere. Somnetames thangs Just tike a whde to
find ghetr place.

“If you gve snmathing enough tme, 1t be-
comes what 1t was meant to be” he said as he
put the fimshang touches on the new mural.

“Great art can tell you a stoey on the first

\'\

mmrw n Wit

Pacta ay Shidae lleve
Mural artist Charlie jokmston put the final touches on @ new mural on the wall of the Tabor
Eaptist Churdch {710 Madelne 5t} last week after his award-wimning mural was painted
over at the location kast summer.

™ oy Swdr lHewe

Jokmstom touched up his old mural om the back of Tabor Baptist Church wiile completing
work on the new mural on the front of the building

biush and $he socond blush, and ! think Glosbrocht added.

wi've achiowed this agaen with this mural”

Best Arts and Culture Stogy3™
Winnipegq The Herald; SheldonBirnie
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Jonnie’s graphic novel
aimed at young adults

BY SIMON FULLER

STAFF REFORTES
ST. VITAL
Brianna jornde knows all about the power of the written
woed.

Last month, the 18-year-okl south St Vital reddent
released her first book, 7 Gio Missing

Pubishod by Toromio-basod Lortenes Childsen & Teens,
the book Is co-written by Nahanni Shangoose and Sustrated
by Neal sharmacappa

Desczibed 25 a combemation of graphic fiction and noo
fiction, and atmed at youth and young adults, jonnie's noved
s dertved from excerpits of a letter she wrote when she was
14, which went viral, which calied cut authorsties for not
tmmedinidly Investigating missing Indigenous peogie, she
sl

“Ortggnaly, ttwas supposed 1o be 2 noved, and its 2o
about how 1 became tnvohved with acttvésm” said joonie,

a College earme-Sauvd 2lumna who & hor first year at $he
Unhwezsity of Winnipeg, adding hat the project evolved o
maore of a graphic novel after discussions with her publisher.

“Iwanted to bring the tssue to ¥ght with younger sudionc-

St. Vital-based woman’s book now on sale

s without betng too harsh, and also let them know they're
not alore. | was sl rytng o connect with young people,
who e not always taken seriously, and lot them know that
they hawe a voice and that these are people that believe n
them. Growing up where I did tn St Vital, ther wam two
other keds that Jooked ¥k me, and there am times, whin
Indigenous culture s talked about, it's 2 “them, not us’ dis
cussion. One of the poals of the book & 10 make ths mesage
accessible %0 youth, and connecting tt with something people
canmelite tno and undertand. s a human story”

As the project came together, Jorni: said shewas
“amazed” when she ssw Shannacappo's drawings for the first
time. She said there am mcerpts at the end of the book which
can be attrthuted to both her and Shingpose, who & heraunt,
which peowide “more insight tnio the probiem”

“¥'s seally importamt for youth % be engrped. ¥oung
people have a lot of seally good 1dess and oplnions, and we
don't always hoar about all of the canpathy these tsheme tn
oarr city, she said, noting her gratttude to her publisher and
McNally Robirson, which was the wanue of her fanuary book
bunch

“My publisher was wery open to everything [ was siying,
and wanted to keop me 100 per cont tnvolved tn the procrss
which was very respectful and supportive”

No stranger in betng secognizad for her contzthutions in
the community, jonnie was awarded 2 2019 TD Scholarship
for Communtty Laadership

The hasdoover book, which ts alo set to be publishod tn

tho US. this yeaz, tsavatiahle
anking at amaron.ca, as woll

Mretz by Seen | e

as at Chaptess and McNally Erianna Jomnic enjoyed working with Toronte-based
Robtnson. : publsher Lorimer Children & Terms
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Gimli Express
Weekly News

Patricia Barrett

10 T B pross Waaldy Nowos Thaend ay Aoge 6,10

Local artist depicts his annual Gimli Dog Party on the seawall
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Family business continues to thrive after 75 years
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ArneWelidl

March 26, 2020

Call Arnie Weidl at 204-641-2210

et RED RIVER > CHALET BEACH > LAKE WINNIPEG

> Fish tales?

sanarmamymts net

Why aren’t you watching my line?

Hello again my nature loving friends.
1t's unfortunate that our enjoyment of
going fishing has been interrupted be-
cause of the Covid-19 virus outbreak.
For myself, 1 have stopped visiting
anglers on the ice and am contacting
folks by the phone or internet while
staying home. The provincial fishing
closure in our southern district will
soon be upon us starting on April 1,
leaving us to sit at home looking long-
ingly at our rods, summer tackle and
chacking out our boats. Come May 11,
hnpefu]%' wa'll b able to again prac-
tice our tavorite pastime.

I met a young lad, Trayton Smith,
from Selkirk on the Lake Winnipeg
ice some time ago and he shared a
story where he wound up feeling
guilty for not doing what his friend
wanted. Trayton and a bunch of his
friends, including his best friend
“Oissy”were shore fishing on the Red
River. With their baited hooks in the
water the guys stood around laugh-
ing and joking when Ossy had to walk
away along the river bank to answer
the call of nature and told Trayton to
watch his line. Ossy disappeared into
the willows and Trayton tumned his
back on Ossy's line continuing to joke
with the other guys.

Spon Ossy came back from the
bushes and was startled to see his rod
frecing itself from a willow branch
only to splash into the water and be-
gin skipping away on top of the water.
“Trayton!” Ossy shouted, “Why aren’t
vou watching my line?”

“0Oh,” was .a]l} Trayton said. Ossy
plodded into the soft mud along the
shore watching and following his rod
as it plowed through the water be-
ing towed by a fish. “Darn it Trayton
that’s my best md!” Ossy exclaimed
as he pulled off his shoes, socks and
pants. The gang of }'Dl.ll;g guys stood
bug eved as they watched Ossy wade

into the muddy river water after his
rod. Ossy had stron l?ﬁ and in no
time was within reach of hi

View the Selkirk Record online at selkirkrecord.ca

5 prize but

just as he reached for it the fish darted
away and Ossy fell, belly flopping into
the water.,

He stood up dripping water, his
arms spread wide from the cold. Un-
deterred, with an enraged growl he
leapt forward and grasped the handle
of ﬁiﬁ mod. He stood there up to his
waist in water and reeled in whatever
was on his hook. His friends cheered
him on! Soon, not far from Ossy, the
water heaved up and the white belly
of a gigantic catfish rolled up on the
surfaca, its head twisting downward
as it fought for freadom and the river
bottom., Ossy screamed at it, “You're
minal” He kept on reeling in, deter-
minead, slowly wading toward his fish
as its tail thrashed the water.

In time the fish became quiet and
Ossy turned and made his way to
shore with the fish in tow. As his feet
found mushy ground with his friends
rushing over to him, he tumed and
bent down to gill grab the cat. He
dropped to one knee tossing his rod
aside and tried to work his hook out
of the fish’s mouth. His hands and the
fish became a grey muddy soup as he
reclaimed his hook

Than Ossy lost his footing. He fall
over into the mud losing his grip on
the fish which disappeared like a shot
into the water! Ossy's buddies came
to his aid helping him up and as he
caught his breath, Trayton uttered,
“Good catch Oss”

Our fellow fisher and good friend
Guy Proulx have graciously agreed
to share an experience he had with
an old buddy, Larry Gagnon, from
Grande Point when they were fish-
ing in Guy’s ice shack some time ago.
Guy and Larry were about three ki-
lometers off shore on the Lake Win-
nipeg south basin and both were jig-
ging their short rods in ice holes when
Larry got a bite. He became so excited
he started shaking and began real-
ing in much too fast. Guy cautionad
him, “Your drag isn't working, you're

RECORD PHOTO SUBMITTED

Larry Gagnon from Grande Point
with hls catch of a blg walleye
out of Lake Winnlpeg twith Guy
Proul's help).

turning your crank, but your line
isn't winding up.” Guy could tell he
wasn't getting through to his friend,
50 he went over to him and bending
over Larry's hole grabbed the line
and began hauling it up by hand.
“When the fish gets its head up to the
hole, grab itt” Guy shouted. Larry just
stond there. Soon there was a splash-
ing in the ice hole water as the head
of a good-sized walleye appeared.
Guy looked up at Larry and realized
hewasn't gpinj;w ba much halp so he
bent down and grabbed it by the gills,
pulled it out of the hole and handed
it to his friend.“1 guess | gotta throw
him back,” Larry said Inoking at its
size. “Well he's too big to eat”™ Guy
countared. With great sadmess after
Guy took his picture, Larry sent his
fish down the ice hole badk into the
water.

Until next ime my friends, bye for
now.
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Anti-mask rally was a disgrace

a=t Samrday, a maticoal amil-mask tion called
L]!u Dlnr?'l.aﬂ:shddam]]}'ln Etd.nl:ﬁ
ver the last few months, Hugs Over Masks has held
events acmss the countrg, Inclsding n ciies such ax Cal-
gary, Tomonbo, Vancouver, and Winnlpeg. Rasically, this group
opposes all public health measures that governments have put
Inplace o curb the spreead of COVID-18.
nfortunaiely, because their laiest event took place in Steln-
bach, alot of le assummed that thiswas a Steinbach event.
However, this was not the
case. Not only did the orga-
nizers oot UBsl [HErmE-
sh|1|:|Er|:rn'LIi':-em:| in hold this
event, none of the key orga-
nizers/ speakers Bve o Stein-
bach. EPOUR SWEn OIga-
nized a convry of vehides 1o
drive out together from Win-

ol While e Sienbach

Michasl Zwaagstra

tmnes by sctentises, bt it keeps ge circulatesi To see pen
cheedng Bohember on whils he pr:ﬁ.lnd hils: biarmél EJE
sClence was en iy ke your stomach torn
I..1 H erie Heeve Lewis Welss's appearance at this event
embarrssing In a hizame comment reported by
C]"l' Veetss sa0d that the oure for OOWIDL 19 15 b-:l.:s uﬂlhhdﬂ
from patients. “} sse=ms very stanpge that our koved ones are
being allowed io die when there are medicines availahle that
very quickly and eas(ly can cure this,” stated Welss,

That statement was an In-
malt to our heatth-came
hand n:i:t;mu sy e

b as many
alive a5 mh]e Its |.§1=||:]an
sinmahle Ipl that they

mlmmlp-eql 0 paar-

pase
Things pot even worse
when enforcement officers

T:d.dl:nls attended the mily,
this was definiiely not a Serinbach- led event.

In addticn, r Eard Funk released a statement the day
hefoee mnﬂr inp It clear that this ewentwas not eod
'hyr_'hm:l‘r:'lu that the city enonumges everyone o follow pub.-
lic health arders

Considertng the high oumber af OOAVTI-19 cases in Sieln-
hach, thisantl-mask mlly was already a bad idea. But what hap-
pened at the event made it much worse than adwertised.

Fimst, the event was hilled as a “car mily” wher everyone
would sty in thelr wehides and t public health anders.
This turned out o b= a blatant e, At the event, people got cut
af teetr vehidles and gathered ingether In large numbers, di-

rectly defying public health onders
Things pot warss when the speeches started. One of ghe ey-
noie rs was Gierry Bohemier, a retired chiropractor from

Winnipeg. Suffice it o say, Bobemier is not 2 medical docior
and he has no expertise in epldemiclogy.

Iwaiched an ooline video of his entire speech. During his re-
marks, Bohemier claimesd that povernments weps “getting tetr
marching orders from the N, the WHID, and a whale handful
-:fm-c athic bilionatres like Bl Gates.” He also argued that

heath department “knows nothing abowt health ™
Even warse, Bohemier staied that vaccines are the direct
cause of autism. This baseless daim has been refuted many

b-m;n. handing out dckets
b videa footage cleardy,
shows proiesiers chscentttes at offictals for menely do
ing thelr Amyome who chooses o deliberately defy public

health needs o suck i up and accept the ticket without
ascene.

1 might be mome athetic to the Invubeed 1o this

rally f crganteers to puhilic kealth guidelines, kept

their comments respecifil, and refmined from promoting cm-
zy cansplcy theodes. Sadly, this mlly did nncpt.:kn placeina
safe manner and i hrought out the worss in peaple.
The Hisgs Dhver Masks milywas a disgrace and an embarmss.
{rrmmrcl.ry ‘W peed to distance cursehves as far as possl-
' 1L

Michanl Z. fra Lsa pabiic sefnoo feaciieramd o Steiw-
badh oity coumnc E: Heoom be mmdﬂrmumgstmﬁm:a




Best Columnist 15t

Flin Flon
The Reminder

Eric Westhaver

A story of three teachers

1want 1o Lotreduce you to
thres people who had a hoge
Impact on who [ am and how
1 got bo whepe 1 am In Life. 1
firmly belleve that wihout
these thres people, 1wooldnt
be who [ am taday

These three people were
al teachers [ had growing
up, #uch of them 1o Eccle
Mclsamc School. [ went 1o
schoal there for about a de-
cade - this was back in the
days whepe preschool classes
were held Lo the schools an-
nex; [ didnt gt held back or
anything. While other teach-
e were amazing for me
and for cther students, thess
thres are who 1 want o talk
about today

They're all retiring from
the Flin Flon Schocl Diivision
- to my knowledge, they’rs
the wcaly teachers retiring
from the division this year.
They deserve our atiention
and our adulation.

TI'll go 1o reverse order of
when 1 met them - the rea-
san why shoald be obwioos
by the timewes done

Sandy Xowal was my
Grade 6 teacher and presided
OVeT & kransformative year in
my life.

Lets add In some context
hefiore I tell you about M.
Kowal. 1was a lttle rotter. 1
was b for moy age and fou ght
a lot when [ was young. 1 was
a bully, usually without even
knowing . When [ played
physical, kids got hurt.

Then, onesummer, | went
from being a bully 1o belng
o target for bullles. Some
tzachers knew and couldnt
stop it - others didn’t know
ot all, others did know and
ekher dido’t seem 1o care or
do anything shoot 1.

When [ was in Grade &

that cycle stopped.
Something happensd one

day during recess. 1doa’t re-

mexmber exactly what It was,

but i was a bresking point.

In our words

ERIC WESTHAVER

[ sobbed. [ couldn’t handle it
anymeTe

When Mrs. Kowal heard
shomt what happened, she
put her fosct down. Instead of
us having our normal post-
recess class arund 11 a.m.,
M, Eowal called an andible
and spoke bo the dms aboat
bullying. She dido’t do It in
o way that feht preachy or
angry or anything ke that -
she did & with dass and with
dignity, with kind ness.

Ghe didn’t want to ad-
monish anybody for dolng
wnything bad outside that
cassroom. She wanted o
moukd better people in that
room

1 still remember her sry-
Ing. “If ou're blessed bo
walk fall, walk: tall; If you're
blessad o walk shord, walk
short”

Mr. Kowd taught me
what & wis ke 1o feel
undersiond.

Ghe showed me what it
locked like o fght for whats
right. in the right way. I nev-
er forgot that. 1l=arned more
In that one morning than [
did in some entiee grades. [
um. fopever thankful for her.

Ralnville was an
art teacher and educational
ussistant. She was in charge
of keeping me In. check from
1 young age She wasn't my
first EA and she wouldn't be
my Last; bat she was the lon-
pest -serving. She put in six
vears on the Eric beat They
eouldn’t hiave been 2asy.

Mr. Rainville inspirsd
me 1o show courige in sei-
expression. Sometimes that
showed in some ways that
were falrly trivial - nsing the
drawing skills and techniques

she tanght us 1o draw cars ar
jerseys, for instance

- but [ leamed how 1o get
things frem inside my head
ot & page from her

Iirs. Rateille is the per-
son who gave me 1 mpy of
George Orwells  MNiaciesn
Eighty-Foar in Grade 8. [
think it was even the copy
from the Mclsaac lihrary and
[ stil hawe i (please doot
el Mrs. Reed, shell have
my hide] That book hroke
my brain open and stiched
it back together again. Mo
Rainvil: was the pemon
who helped me stdy for
math besis that had me over-
whelmed, who pushed me
inlo an appreciation of the
arts and opened my eyes bo
seelng the workd how others
‘may see Lk

She also lmbued In me
a deep sense of jstice. If T
had got into an argoment
ar a fight with somenne, she
would falk with me about
what had happensd - and
1F 1t was my fanlt, she never
hesitated o Let me know. She
had me wrke 1 lot of apol-
ogy letiers when 1 was litle
Tough lowe was the name of
the game, buot H was purpose-
ful and never excessive

Mrs. Rateille banght me
how bo express mopeelf. That
‘manifests Hself In wrtng. In
art; in spesch, In everything [
dou Jam forever thankful for
her

Susmanne Westhaver was
my Grade 7 and & Home Ec
temcher and, cfien; a substi-
e beacher in every dass [
can think of.

She’s als, as you could
probahly goess, my mother.

She tanght me how bo

ook - o skill [ still use - and
wew - a skl that has [apsed.
She alsw tmght me moch
mare than that, mosily out-
side the classronm.

She has dealt whh my
ball for 38 years now. While
5 my Jobto o wonds o de-
scribe what Dre szen or how
1fzel, 1 dont hawe words dfor
the tmpact she has had oo my
Itfe. “Appreciatie” doesn’t
cut it. She's ewerything.

She wm the greatest
tencher Trve ever had. She
taught me how 1o walk, how
totalk, bow to do all the basic
things a person can do She's
supporied me in everything
T've done and showed me the
impartance of having a res-
won for everything you do

[re wittzn a few tmes
about my fathers dementia
and that [ mowed back home
to Flin Floo bo hdp take care
of him. When [ came back,
age 11 wkh a foesh, shaved
face and a new tachelors de-
gree; she got me throogh so
many alghts of angst and an-
ger. of confusion. She looked
after vy Ul fxther for years
while I studied out of prov.
ince and when [ came home,
she helped keep me going
wihile 1tried to keep Pop safe.

Mrs. Westhawer 15 the
moat kind, loving, devoted
mother 1 could ever ask for
I'm glad she's mot retiring
foom being my mom, oo -
god knows how I'd deal with
the world otherwise. [ am
fomewer thankful for her

Congratulaiicns o
these three women Sandy
Monlgoe, Susanne - okay
Mom. [ hope yoo know that
you had effects on your stu-
dents that have cuthsted
your time |n the dasspoom.
1 hiope you know that yon've
made theworld a better place
and T hope you know that at
leastome of your students I 1
better man for having known
you,




Honouring a legacy of community journalism

It was with our competitor, the Win-
kler Times, thanks to the kindness of
then-editor Don Radford, who saw
some potential in
the plucky lid sit-
ting across his desk
with her*portfolio”
of school news sto-
ries inm hand, ask-
ing for a job at a
real newspaper.

Last week, news
broke  that y
Winkler Times, AEI‘IIEIng
along with its sister Vv airos
papers in Morden,

Altona, and Carman, among several
others in Manitoba, will print their
final editons May 7.

It's a sad end for a group of publi-

cations that were, at one ime in the

-

the B

All columns and letters published on owr Get Heard pages are the personal opinions of the subwnitting writers. They are
not objective newrs articles, nor are they necessarily the viewpoint of the Winkler Morden Voice.
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distant past, locally-owmned and had
served their commumities for de-
cades,

A lot changed for these papers over
the past 20 years or so, as national
media conglomerates started buyin
up small weeklies by the dozens an
putting an ever-increasing focus on
advertising revenue and cost-cutting
measures over local coverage.

It was one the reasons 1 left the
Times a decade ago after years spent
cutting my teeth as a reporter in its
TIEWSFOOTIL

It's really the reason the Vioice exists
today. Everyone here bagan or spent
a good chunk of our careers with the
Times before venturing out to take a
risk with something new, so tha news
of its demisa has brought up a lot of
mixed emotions.

When we started the Voice back in
20 it was because we all falt local
ownership was one of the key ingre-
dients to a strong community News-
paper. Ome that is run from the very
top down by people who live here,
shop hers, raise our families here,
and actually care about what's going
on hera.

W still feel that. And we work very

hard to continue to represent these
commumnities we call home,

I wrestled for a long while with
whether or not to write this column
acknowledging the closure of our
longtime competitor.

But ultimately, 1 feal compelled to
pay tribute to all the Times journal-
ists over the decades who took up
the job of keeping the communities
they loved informed, in spite of dis-
interested corporate owners who cut
down thieir numbers year after year.

[ honour the memories of countless
Erﬁa days spent frantically getting

tn-l:-rn-ai:ing stories written, laid out,
and procfread.

I honour the memories of long
lunches with my co-workers af-
ter sending an edition to the prass,
laughing about the mishaps of the
past week and commiserating about
the beast that was always waiting in
the wings to be fad the next.

[ honour the memories of veteran
journalists being willing to take an
eager cub reporter under their wings
and show them the ropes.

And so, as the Times puts its final
papers to bad this week, 1 bid them
adieuw and thank youw

hViveiros




Information please

Area residents concerned that the closure of
Dauphin Correctional Centre will have devastating
and long-lasting effects on corrections staff, their
families and the community as a whole, gathered last
night at a townhall meeting looking at least for
answers to their questions and, at best, for the
provincial government to change its mind and shelve
the whole idea.

They got neither.

- - N d While the Justice Department did have
B eSt Ed Ito rl at 2 representatives at the meeting in the form of deputy
minister Diavid Wright and assistant deputy minister
Scott Kolody, they brought with them nothing more
than the crumbs of information the province has
already sprinkled over the issue.
However, the absence of Justice Minister Cliff
. Cullen and Premier Brian Pallister, the real decision
T h e D au h I n H e ral d makers, told those in attendance all they needed to
p know, that this is a localized storm the provincial
government is hoping to ride out and they have no
intention of revisiting their decision.

Local MLA Brad Michaleski also took the air out
of the room when he told those gathered he is “okay
. with the decision” to close the jail. It was not the

message the crowd wanted from their elected
S h awn B al I ey representative, the one person they expect to fight

tooth and nail on their behalf under the dome on
Broadway.

Aside from the emotional trauma suffered by
Corrections staff and their families, the closure of
Dauphin Correctional Centre is a huge blow to the
local economy, one that is vet to be fally understood
and appreciated.

Dauphin residents are mad as hell and they have
every right to be. They want answers and they have
every right to them.

This process has unfolded with no input from the
community and that is just plain wrong,

Mr. Michaleski sees great promise in the
province s economic development plans for the area.
Perhaps it is time to share the exact details of that
plan and its expected results with Parkland residents.

Engage us in the process.

We are tired of living in an information vacuum
and being told what is best for us.

SB
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A better place to learn and play

Ribbon cutting ceremony held for Neepawa’s new middle school

By Eoin Devereux
Negpawa Bannen s Press

Students, teachers and
parents in Neepuwa re-
cently came together 1o
celewate the completion
of & signdficant symbal of
thelr comenumity's growth.
On Wednesduy, Jan. 29, &
ribbon coting ceremwery
wus hedd 10 commenweate
the official opening of the
Neey Middle School

Provinelal Education
minister Kelvin Goertzen,
who wus in sttendunce
for the festivithes, lauded
the efforts of everyowse
involved with making the
duy & reality. He added the
achool is soenething thut the
entire commuaity should
be proud of.

“This ks us exciting dey
that maxy, many peaple
huve belped make happen.
Communities anly grow
because of the people who
are dedicated and com-
mitted 1o the comnsaniey.
This & reslly aboot yoo,”
suld Goertzen, “The new
Duciliny will provide quality,

sastuingbly desdgned and
Inspirational classrooms
and other fucilities for
sudents for many yeurs
o come. | am excited that
the stadents and Baniliesin
Neepuown und ks sarround-
Ing urea will huve @ betser
place to Jearn and play.”

An exciting journey

for Neepawa

Others in uttendunce
included Agussiz MLA
Eileen Clurke, who suid
that lt's great o see this
project, which kso lmpoes-
ant for the commanity,
completed,

“It ks been 2 really
exciting journey foe me 10
wutch the project grow xnd
develop over the past few
yeurs, There has been & Jot
of yeurs of planping snd 4
Jotofhard woek that's gone
into this. We recagnize the
Imsportance of upgrading,
madntaknlag aed expand-
ingla comeunitiesand it's
clear tosee the growth here
i very significant.”

Continned on
Page 2

PHONO WY RON CEvRRR L

Pictured: Neepawa Middle School students Jayden Hanke and Sheen Calamba were just some of the
students who served as tour guidesto the public during the NMS grand opening onWadnesday, Jan. 29.
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Teachers finding new ways
to engage their students

By Lorne Stelmach

Two months in now since dasses
were suspended as a resalt of C0-
VII-19, the transition has been 2=
much of a leaming experience for ko-
cal school staff as it is for the students.

Maniloba schools were shut down
March 23 for a period aof three weeks
that was later extended indefinitely in
a bid to batide the spread of the novel
coronavirus.

The provincial government has of-
fered some assistance to school di-
visions with initiatives such as the
supplemental online resource My
Learmning at Home, bat the challenge
has fallen primarity on local taching
staff to help kids adjusi to ai-home
leaming.

Much of the coursework has moved
to an ondine format, but schoals are
also regularty delivering  printed
packages o the kids.

Morthlands  Farkway Collegiate
teacher Joey Elias keenly misses the
in-person interaction with his pupils.

“That student interaction is kind of

the heart and soal _ that part is lost
in large part,”he said.

Teaching science and biology, Elias
has also had to adapt o not being
able to work in a lab environment.

“At the same time, it's a good leam-
ing experience for them having o fig-
wre it out on their own, " he nobed.

For example, his Grade 11 dass was
tasked with designing an at-home lab
that imvalved ciroalation and respira-
ton aspects, such measaring heart
rabe and testing something that might
affect your pulss.

“I've been doing some online sima-
lations for different things _it’s tricky
trying io beach a very hands-on sub-
ject remotely,” Elias said.

“Most of the studenis ame great
They've been doing assignments,
they've been asking guestions, and
they've been engaging online. 5o in
that way, it's been good,” be said, not-
ing he focks meost stadents will be well
prepared when school doss resume,
though some perhaps with a litte
catch-up work to do. 1 think for the
minst part they T be fine.”

SUPPLIED PHOTOS

Ecole Morden Middle School physical education teacher Erendan Edis
has been using social media to reach out to his students with daily
activity challenges while schools remain closed.

Ecole Mosden Middle School's
Brendan Edie turned o social media
earfy on bo engage with his stadenis.

The phys-=d ieacher lauched a¥oe-
Tube chanmel dubbed PE with Mr. E.

“I hawe 1o kind of meet them where
theyre ak, and that was going io be
through sodal media,” he said, ex-
plaining he's hosted a variety of live
activity sessions and challenges.*1'm
just giving kids a different variety of
activities that they can do at home
that require little or no equipment.

“It's been a l=aming process,” Edie
skl “Tve haed a ikt bit of fun with it
and been able o be a little bik creative,
and [ think it's been shown through-
oat pur division and the provinoe that
trachers have been really showing
off their creativity and showing their
students we still care.

“The feedback has been really posi-
Eve Erom my stadents and the parents
and other teachers, " he added. “When
this iz all over, | think it's something
I'mi gaing ko continue ko explore and
continue io put cat there™

Fellow phys—=d teacher Exde Tum-
bull from Minnewasta School savs
the callaboration between educators
has really ramped up thanks o the
pandemic restrictions. He's reached
ot far and wide for inspiration on a1-
homie games and actvitics to share
daily with his students.

“The social networking has been
greal,  the networking  between
schools ... the networking and the
commumication has  really  kept
things going well "Tumbull said. “Ev-
erybody’s just so eager to help ev-
erybody, so it would be 2 shame for,
whenwe get back 1o the new normal,
for this all to end.”

In Winkler, the |.E. Walkoi School E-
brary has been incredibly quict these
past few momths, even by library

standards.

“1 defindtely miss the kids and talk-
ing to them about books, "said librar-
ian Penny Gilmour.*It cerainly is a
different way of running a library, not
having them come in and be able ko
read to them”

The dementary schoal doesa't have
e-baoks for the kids to check out, s0
Gilmour has been sending disinfect-
ed bools along with the students’ de-
livered work packages.

She's also kept basy putting up fun
teddy bear book displays in the B-
brary's windows =0 kids can stll siop
by and enjoy them from a safe dis-
Eamce.

It's a small way of “rying to keep
thal connecion without actually be-
ing able to talk to them or see Ehem.”

Crver at Winkler Elementary School,
music keacher Shanna Fotter initially
struggled with figuring how to teach
her very inberactive course at a dis-
Emnce

“I teach a hands-on course .. that
was one of my biggest straggles in the
beginming, trying to fgwre cut how [
can give my stadents somes meaning-
Ful lessons,"she said.

She found her inspiration thromgh
music.

“I'was having a pretty rough day the
one day, and | just thoaght why don't
Iwrite a song o make myself feel bet-
ter, make everyone feel better _ and
my whole siaff got on board, and it
tumed out o be really awesome"

In recent weeks, Fotter has engaged
her stadents through simple actvi-
Ees built around lstening. She's also
chall=nged them to make an instra-
ment and send in a phato of it One
student surprissd her with avideo of
asong hie'd written.

Continued on page 11
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Home schooled: how are teachers and students coping?

By Evan Matthews

As classrooms across the country
adapt to remote leaming, Interake
schools are providing insight as 1o
how things have changed.

Remote leaming started on March
23, and in Fisher Branch things have
changed for both the early years stu-
dents as well as the high school ste-
dents.

Fisher Branch Early Years

“We continee to deliver language

arts, math, social studies, science and

ter, Nataliya, often takes part in many
of the lessons and leaming activities.
Students have found additional in-
terest in getting to know Semenck’s
daughter, she said.

Lessons are typically supplemented
with clips from YouTube, Scholastic
online books and/or worksheets cre-
ated by teachers. Students are being
encouraged to ke photos of their
work and submit them to teachers via

email.
“Thas allows us to check in on our
d and assess their under-

art lessons every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday in keeping with our regu-
lar kindergarten schedule,"said Fash-
er Branch Early Years teacher Amber
Semenck.

*“Teachers collsborate daily wia
email, text and video chat to plan en-
gaging lessons for the week that meet
our targeted outcomes.”™

Semenck said the school had
launched a website designed to be
similar to a dassroom, with the struc-
ture bling that of what students
woald experience in school.

“We want students to maintain a
connection with their teachers, so
most kessons begin with 2 lesson that
I have recorded at home in my make-
shift dassroom. 1 upload these videos
toYouTube and then link them to our
website for our students to watch,"she
said, adding her four-year-old daugh-

standing of the lesson material,” said
Semenck. “Many of the photos we
receive get pasted to our website for
their peers to see, which i quite exat-
ing when you are five or six years old.”

Contact with parents has been main-
tained via phone and email, accarding
o Semenek, bat video chat has been
pushed back to provide more Gme for
families to “settle into online leamn-

ing”

While the website has been received
well by both the division and parents,
Semenck said remote learning hasa't
come without challenges.

*It’s not ideal to teach the children
without face-to-face contact,” said Se-
menek, adding that planning lessons
from a distance via email, text and
video chat creates challenges of its
own.

four-year-old daughter Nataliya

“We miss seeing our students in
person and we struggle with not re-
ceiving instant feedback from them.

The social aspect of teaching kinder-
garten is impossible to replicate, she
said.

“It is odd 1o have lessons without
spontancous outburst and conversa-
tion going on around you,” she said,
adding that she has been recording
kindergarten dasses in a silent room.

The hope, according to Semenek, is
that the changes to leaming are tem-

Peer interaction, social skill devel-

Fisher Branch Early Years kindergarten teacher Amber Semensk and

-y >
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excited, of coarse,” said Kochan, em-
phasizing the need to keep students
engaged.

“Giving projects they find fun and
engaging is impostant. ... Also having
class every one or two days via video
chat — using Microsoft Teams and
with videos in Snapchat — helps with
keeping them involved and thinking
in school terms.”

Though students are generally tech-
nologically savvy, Kochan said there
are other challenges related to remote
Jearning

With school closures and the world

opment and i d dback are

ingly on hold, she said maintain-

irreplaceable, said Semenek, who has
solidified a belief that in-class leamn-
ing is typically the best method.

“For now, it is very important to keep
the children engaged and learning
while we are physical distancing. We
need to try to make things as normal
as we can to alleviate fears and anxi-
ety and keep their minds busy with
positive activities,”said Semenck.

“Our website is 2 way to keep con-
nected with the students and for our
students to stay connected to each
other. As teachers, we are trying as
much as possible to bring their kin-
dergarten classroom to them as au-
thentically as possible.”

Fisher Branch Callegiate

Collegiate students stasted remote
learning 2 week earlier on March 16,
according to teacher Leanne Kochan

Students and teachers have been on
their compaters far more than nor
mal, she said, and leaming throegh
methods such as videos, Microsoft
Teams.

Kochan says leaming has become
far less personal.

“When [ host a video chat for games,
then everybody is very chatty and

ing positive mental health is of the ut-
most importance.

“Fart of that s roatine,” said Kochan
*Students need routine, and they ac-
tually miss it. It helps with (maintain-
ing one’s) mental health.”

Not every student is taking to the
new roatine so well and there are still
kinds to be worked out.

“There is a small number of students
who are looking at this as a holiday,
and, in fact, it is not. Some are not do-
ing any work,"she said.

“Then there are other students who
have no internet access at home.”

But what is obvious to all educators,
according to Kochan, is that the per-
sonal touches — conversations, inter-
actions with staff and students, the
community — lacks through remote
Jearning,

Most everybody @ looking forward
10 a return to some level of normalcy,
she said.

“We need sodal interaction as hu-
mans,” said Kochan. “I'm looking for-
ward to seeing my students. | really
miss them. This is really a once-in-a-
Efetime experience.”
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Ospreys nesting at Buffalo Place business

Birds have pole-top view
of empty parking lot

BY SUSIE STRACHAN
STAFF REPORTER

FORT GARRY

A pair of ospreys has taken advantage of an
empty parking lot at a business on Buffalo
Place to build a nest, and hopefully raise
their young.

The birds moved in the last weekend in
April, and set about building their nest atop a
quartet of closely-placed light poles, accord-
ing to Darren Escobar, facilities maintenance
coordinator for CWE National Leasing at
1525 Buffalo PL

“They have a pretty big nest up there,
bridging the gap between the poles with
branches and grasses” he said. “We haven't
seen any chicks yet, but the female bird has
been sitting on the nest for longer and longer
periods. Eggs take about 37 days to hatch,
and the chicks take around 50 days to fledge,
s0 they're going to be here for the summer”

Ospreys are birds of prey that have a wing
span of up to two metres. Their main food is
fish, which Escobar suspects they're getting
by flying to the Red River. *“We've found fish
bits in our parking lot,” he said. *So, we know

Winnipegg ¢ K S

they're making that round trip for food”

Ospreys can live for up to 30 years. They
often nest at the top of trees or artificial
structures like poles, retumning to the same
nest year after year. Escobar thinks this pair
might have had a nest elsewhere, that was
possibly destroyed by the “snowmageddon”
last October.

CWE National Leasing is no stranger to
animal residents, with ducks, geese, rabbits
and the occasional deer strolling through its
grounds. Escobar said there is ample green
space to attract creatures, including a berry
and herb garden and a compost project.

They've never had ospreys before. Escobar
suspects the birds probably chose the empty
parking lot as their nest site because most of
the company’s 300 employees are working
from home due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

At this point, only 10 employees are work-
ing in the building. On June 15, that number
will increase to 50 people. Escobar said the
nest site will be cordoned off, so cars won't
be close enough to spook the birds.

“We have a Facebook page set up for
the staff to feel connected. We had people
suggest and vote on names, and they chose
Ouzzy for the male and Willow for the female,”
he said. “When we get everyone safely back
in the building [ suspect the coffee room,
which has a great view out to the nest, will be
popular”

Suppied photo by Tony Decks, CWE National Laxsing

Ome of the pair of ospreys atop the nest built in the parking lot at CWB National Leasing
on Buffalo Place. The birds are welcome guests for the summer.

In a normal summer, the company usually
holds ball hockey games in the parking lot.
Escobar said a virtual reality arcade was just
built, and it's sad to see that and the indoor
gym and Zen room sitting idle.

“We purchased an industrial steamer,
so that will put us ahead of the game when
it comes to sanitizing the building as it's
reopened to the staff;” he said.

The company engaged the aid of the
Manitoba Important Bird Areas program

Best Environmental Story3'

with the Government of Manitoba to ensure
they're doing all the right things for their
guests,

“We talked with Tim Poole from the gov-
emment about the ospreys,” Escobar said.
“When the hirds migrate in the fall, they will
come in and move the nest. This will be done
to a maximum of 100 metres away, maybe
onto a hydro pole, so the birds won't be con-
fused when they return the following spring”

{ 2 deSusie Stiachany
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Freelng a Queen Raising endangered Monarch butterflies for release into the wild can be done from home

Xatie Mcinnas

It's mot often that you
would get the opportu
naty to take part in the
developmental stages of
an msect. Most crestures
are pretty happy o avold
human interaction - much
less be raised by hand
insde a container.

But the endangered
mooarch butterfly is fac
ing the threat of extinc.
ton - and needs a lsttle
extra help.

Kristina McWilliams
of Clearwater saw an
opportunity to play a
part, when she cedered
2 Monarch Kit from
Monarch Homestead, a
small business based in
Mdalita, Manitoba. Kris-
tina recefved her monarch

ready to hatch into
tiny caterpillars, and
milkwood keaves, the oaly
food that the caterpallar
can cat.

Accoeding 10 the Cana-
dian Wikdlite Federation,
the Monarch popula
tion decline is likely
due to a combination
of threats: habitat loss,
use of herbicsdes and
pesticides and climate
change. Due to their
dependence on declin
ing muilkweed sources to
feed on as caterpillars,
and wildflower nectar
throughout their breed
ing range, the butterflies
have faced severe chal
lenges on thesr qgmnﬁ
S000 ke mugration, whic:
takes them from noeth
castern Canada to their
overwintering grounds
in southwestern Mexioo

Not every butterfiy will
live 20 make the trip; the
Monarchs go through
multiple generatsons on
their nort migration,
some living Jor a5 shortas
six woeks. But the butter
flies born In late August

in Canada will be the
‘winter generation” - liv
ing up to eight months as
they migrate south.

Kristina and her chil-
dren K n, Mason and
Amelia, did their best to
give their two monarch
caterpillars a good start

feeding them fresh
milkweed leaves daily
and chang ing their paper
towed bedding these little
caterpellars can poop..a
o) as the caterpiilar went
throug h its growth stages
over §12 days.

Once one of the cater-
pillars climbed onto the
inner [sd of its container,
and hung upside down
in a curved °J° shape,
they knew 1t was ready to
foem its chrysalis, where

holding
emerged from its chrysallis - and ready
for misase.

#t would spend about two
wocks in its metamorpho-
sis into 2 butterfly.

As the chrysalis turned
from green to black, the
burterfly’s markings
could begin to be seen
within. It was ready
to hatch - in a flurry of
orangeand black wings, a
femmale butterfly moade her
debut. Knstina explained
how you can tell by the
markings if the butterfly
1s male or female; male
moearchs can be distin
gusshed by the two black
spots o their hind wings,
while female monarchs
have a slightly thicker
black border.

As beaatiful as she
was, she wasnt meant to
live in a plastic box, 5o

FATR Ne NN YOO,

the children brought the
enclosure to the Harvest
Moon gardens in Clear

water, for the big release.
With her wings ready, she
shot Into the air as soon
as the Isd was liftod, with

out so much as a kiss

goodbye.

With luck, this female
will soar through her
arduous joerney south,
and kve o mr‘ach a2
future gencration of these
beautiful, endangered
creatures. And perhaps
her great-great-great
grand larva will emerge
as butterflics in Clearwa
ter, to flutter happily in
the faces of the McWil
lams chisdren next year.

Sontinel Courier

A monarch caterpillar feading on wiid milkwsed laaves.
Instead of In, the brightly coloured black, white
and yellow markings toll pradators to stay away - this
Iitths guy has besn faasting on polsonous milkwesed s3p,
and packs an unpigasant punch.

Mason MCWINams roleases ths buttarfly, with help from
big brothar Kaydan and Natalks Gundrum. The butterfly
takas off 5o quickly, s asy to miss 35 It fiies Just next to
Mason’s hat.
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By Patricia Barrett

A female red knot with a flag on her leg was rooting
around piles of zebra mussels on the shore of Sandy Bar
last month, taking birders by surprise and re-affirming
the impomnce of continuing to preserve the Bar's unique
habitat.

The Lake Winnipeg spit, about five kilometres east of Ri-
verton, is a go-to destination for breeding shorebirds and
isavital re-fuelling station for migratory bird species, such
as the red knot, in the spring and fall.

The red knot was foot-deep in water beside piles of ze-
bra mussels — which it eats — when birders and first-time
Bar visitors lan Ward and Donna Danyluk from Winni-

peg spotted it on the spit on May 25, said Joanne Smith,
who's the caretaker of Sandy Bar, a designated Important
Bird Area (IBA). The same red knot was spotted and pho-
tographed again on May 30 by Peter Slusarenko, another
birder who reported it

“Christian Artuso [Canadian Wildlife Service biologist]
pointed out to me how big of a deal this was,” said Smith,
referring to the bird's presence on the spit for at least six
days, possibly more. “I wrote on my Facebook page that
this area is veriulmponant as a food source for migrating
shorebirds. To think that our very own Manitoba IBA plays
such a big part in the survival of such shorebirds is very
special.”

Red knots continue north to the Arctic where they nest
and hopefully raise young, said Smith.

The flag (some people call it a band, but banding is actu-
ally the name of the process) indicated the bird had been
captured, fitted with the flag then released for scientific
study.

Smith found out the flag was placed on the red knot's
left tibia on March 7, 2017, on Chiloe Island, Chile. Juan
Navedo, director of the Quempillen Experimental Field
Station, Universidad Austral de Chile, and his team had
banded the bird.

With much levity, Smith said the bird managed to dodge
COVID-19 border restrictions despite having travelled
10,800 kilometres from Chiloe Island to Sandy Bar. And
it took precisely 1,174 days before anyone reported her to
authorities.

In addition to its [BA status, Sandy Bar is a provindally
designated Special Conservation Area. Because it’s vital to
both breeding and migrating birds that fly several thou-
sand kilometres each year, the province prohibits vehicu-
lar traffic, including pickup uuci- and ATVs. Foot traffic is
discouraged during breeding season.

The area needs all the birds it can get as North America

has suffered a decline in bird numbers.

Scientists found significant and alarming population
losses in Canada and the United States over a 48-year pe-
riod, according to a 2019 study titled “Decline of the North
American Avifauna”in the Oct. 4, 2019, issue of the j jour-
nal Science. Scientists undertook a survey of more than 500

The Express Weekly News Thursday, June 25, 2020

Sandy Bar was pretty knotty last month

EXPRESS PHOTO BY IAN WARD
This female red knot with a flag on her left tibla was
banded by researchers In 2017 In Chile. She showed
up on Sandy Bar In May.

bird species and found a net loss of about 3 billion birds (or
29 per cent) since 1970.

e decline, scientists noted, was not restricted to rare
and threatened species but to common and widespread
species. Habitat loss and pesticides are major bird killers.

When the world loses birds, ecosystems suffer. Birds are
notonly important for the cheery songs that give us a boost,
but they also eat insects we don't like such as mosquitoes
and grasshoplpcn and invasive species such as zebra mus-
sels. They pollinate plants and distribute tree seeds that
make fmests flourish.

Red knots, along with ruddy turnstones and rusty black-
birds (both of which inhabit the Bar), eat zebra mussels,
said Smith.

Birders do more than watch birds. They count them dur-
ing seasonal surveys and submit their data to scientists to
he!ip them monitor bird populations, which in turn indi-
cate how healthy a particular ecosystem is.

As caretaker of Sandy Bar, Smith leads a cohort of bird
lovers each year to the spit to pull up clover that grows,
well, like a weed. Weeds are inhospitable to some birds

What's 7@,“1 story?

We want to hear from you.
The Expwu Weekly News connecfs peoj ,Ele fhrough

ehrrice in baiild ehnnnar camenon

who like open sand.

The annual Sandy Bar weed Pull
has seemingly paid ‘off in terms of in-
creasing red knot numbers, based on
Smith’s personal observation.

“Itseemsthatinthelastfew years, the
numbers of red knots have increased.
In my view it has. I've checked the
dates I've been out there and in the
last couple of years. I've had at least
10 or 11 at one particular point. Before
we started the weed pulls, there were
two or three red knots.”

Smith cautioned that’s just her ob-
servation and other factors such as
an increase in zebra mussels and the
square footage of the spit (because of
low lake levels) may have made the
area more attractive to red knots.

But she’s not alone in thinking weed
pulling has made a difference.

“Weed pulling works”, said Dr. Ar-
tuso to Smith by text, which he agreed
to share with the Express.

“Thatbird is probably a rufa red knot
as it is migrating through Manitoba.
People have suspected that some rufa
overwinter on Chiloe Island and this
seems to confirm it,” he wrote. “Also
the 6 day stopover is significant plus
the resighting of this individual.”

Correction

The June 18 edition of the Express,
Waekly News included an article titled
“Arborg graduates looking to the fu-
ture.”

In the article, it was stated the cost
for the banner project totalled $1,400;
however, that number was an early
estimate.

Melanie Pearce, the project’s orga-
nizer, contacted the Express to say the
total for the project ended up being
$3,260.32

The Express apologizes for any con-
fusion this may cause.

Riverdale Place
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Mindonas was one of the hand &l of communities n Manitoba that ot to pasticpate in 3 seres of smuitanco us Seworks dsplays held th oughout he prownce. The event was or-
ganaed and pad for by the Manioba Mets fedemton- which ako ivestmamed the Winnipeg show oniine - celcd atng 150 yeas since Manio ba offcally became 3 Ganadan
prownce onjuly 5. Here, Swan Valley msidents congregated in the field on thenorthzide of Mintonas 10 ke in the twiight pymtechnics. STAR A0 TINGS JEREMY BERGEN

Best Feature Photg 3"
TheSwan Valley Star and Timederemy Bergen
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JaymiWitzke

2 Photo by Jaymi Witzke
Ecole Edward Schreyer School seniors Kyle Mroz (left) and Francesca Johnson
made the best of a Grad 2020 COVID-19 situation complete with masks, gloves
and toilet paper banner as they graduated from high school last week.
For photos of grads see pages 10-19.




VENTON BEATTY/FOR SOUTH MOUNTAIN PRESS

These four robins are all very hungry... it's hard for this parent to know who to feed first! It is estimated that by day five, baby robins
start to receive earthworms by parents who break them into small mouthfuls, easy to eat. Baby robins gradually eat more each day,
eventually eating whaole worms and large insects. Each young robin could eat a whopping 14 feet of earthworms in a two-week period
living in the nest. Wow! Adventurous at a young age, baby robins will jump from their nest at roughly 13 days old, but it does take
another 10 to 15 days for them to start to fly and become independent.

Best Feature Photq 15t
Erickson South Mountain Pres§¥entonBeatty
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF MY FAVOURITE

WWII VETERAN INTERVIEWEE, JACK HADDOW HOUSTON

BY BREMDA HUNTER  FIRCRISSROADS THIS WEEX(

Ac quotsd from  Wiklpedia
“Lest we forpst’ s 4 phrase oom-
monly ussl N War remembrance
services and comMMEMOratlve ooo-
slons 1n Engiish speking coumtries.
Before the term was used In refer-
ence to soldlers and war, H was frst
nsed In an 187 Christlan posm wrk-
4m by Rudyard Kipiing called “Re
cessional”. The phrise corors elpht
times; and ks repeased a4 £he end of
the first four staness n order to add
particular emphasis regarding the
dangers of falling to rEmEmber.”

.

1 already knew what | wis going
i write about when I =at down i0
my COmputer to wrie this week's
SHrY.

Wit Remembrance Day fast ap-
proaching, 1 had decided that since
thls year was the THD annlversary
of the end of World War II we
W] celehrate that, and how thos:
om the front 1ines and on the home-
front filt When they heand e news
It was over. Hut before [ sianed
WTiting, 1 =3¢ down with my cup of
tea and began sorolling through my
Farebook fised, HEe [ do most morn-
Ings at bome. That's when this post,
shared by a muiizl friend, hi me
lke 1 ton of bricks - my favorie
WWI Vewsran Imerviewes, Jack
Hadow Howston, had passed away.
Lest We Forget

“It 1= Wil sinpeTe regret that we
Inform Members of e Hranch and
Mmbers of Ehe Braneh Ladies Aut-
liary of the passieg of Comrade
Jack Houseom, 3 very sesunch Royal
Canadlan Legion Member of Branch
118 (Kemton, Manobay and 2 Warld
War Ty Veteran (X1 Manioba
Dﬂl@:{ﬂs] .. Farewell to Comrade
5ir Jack Houston and many thamks
for yoar sETvice t0 Kl'ﬂg and Coun-
try In WW2 and service to your
home commmetty of Kenton

~The Virses Branch of e Royal
Canadlan Leplon Bms pat thelr flags
% halFmc: m HONOET of Comrade
Sir Jack Houssm,

“Legt Wa Forgee.”

Crowlng up near Kemioa, | was
ﬂ]wﬂ'_\'E well aware of the fact dhm
Jack Wis 1 Veteran. He wis a wery
visibie fwfﬂll?ﬂ of the |J¥|ﬂ|'|
In the commumiy, even hefore thare
Was 2 ClUbTOOm. AS 4 young gird, 1
remember bim, along with twn
mfer higher-ranking Leplon repre

SENtatives from Oother kocales, e
senting me wih an awand fior win-
ning 3 Remembramce Day writlng
comtest when [ was probably In
about Grade 7 or & He always lead
the charge In any Remembrance
Day service or event, and proodly
donped Bls navy blse Leghom binmer
and beret which displayed his deco-
rated miltary [RvolvEment a4 every
oppartuntty. Lest We Forget

While 'm aimnst ahamed t0 63y
this now, to me a5 3 kid, Jack wis
‘the Legion gy Wih the funny hat',
and [ admk, that Inoking back on i,
[ G4t $3KE NIM oF Whikt De Tepne
sented, seTlously enough.

Ape 1m0 Maturity have am in
cresihie way of changing our vales
and what we belleve In. Getting to
Know Jack a Iiile betier these hst
Couple Of years and whit be went
through, has been 3 bupe wake up
Call foF me 1 ANANY CIEe t0 appn
clate what be acizally did o Bis
COURtTY, fr U5 0 thit we may ex

0y ihe frocdoms we have today,

The cider [ become, the mare [
el the sigRificance of the mes-
sapp that Jack has always sirived 0
uphold: Lest We Forgst

Perhaps part of the protiem 15
that as @ soelety, a5 we become fur-
ther and funther removed from
KTOWIng someone or having a loved
one that has served, that it some-
BOW DECTMES IS5 IMpOntant to us.
Perhaps one could even draw the
parallel of ‘out of slght oot of
mind". Ceralnly, I'm not suggesting
that another war would be benefl-
clal However, thee & come tnsn
t0 the fact that the fewer of us there
are with 4 clos: connection to the
war, the harder & 15 40 kpep the
memary alive

Jacii Housion Emew this. He
Enew the Importanoe of puEssing on
the sories, to NEVER quit falking,
t0 MEVER quit helng thanksul ond
ﬂ preclative, and to Wear a poppy...

ey, Lest W Forget

Just las week, his friends at his
home 1n Birch Lodpe had that very
dismussion In 4 proup seitlng wih

ity direcor, Dand Rsesge, of

which Jack was unshle to take part
n. They recognlaed e slgniicince
of the m that Jack has always
stond for and were able to pus into
perspeciive, this very isue.

“1 RIK our taXsaway wis that

we talk abit our Veterans @ bot in
PCH DecIuse our COMMECHHmS are
cingz, Ond Very real,” sald Rontesse
of the Dutcome of thelr group dis-
Cussiom. “HOWever, for those who
G0M't Ve those coNRectime to amy-
ome seTVing In any capacly, Hke dhe
NOUNger penerations, talking about
It once a year will see that lost It
Wit (3) pawenful (discusslon) as 1t
should Bave been.” Lest We Forget.

This Wis Certalnly 8 OBRCern for
Jark and oee of the Teasms be was
50 dllpent 3t preserving the memo-
ies, 50 that we doa't

“People mped 0 KToW,”
Routietgn

She shared of Jack's regetion io
an putdng to his home community of
Kenton with 1 fzw of the PCH resl-
demis, and the profound efact that 1t
had on her that day.

“I was ahie to take a few out In
the van ond [ callsd all ibe bust-
messes |0 Kenton and timed [+ 5o all
the Lepion cofiee goars could come
cut and wave,” sl Rootledge. “We
dld i whole maln drag, and he
wis waving his hat Hie he was In 1
flodt 2+ a parade. [ 3sked him what
he thooght of that whea we lefi
40w, and he said, ‘that ¥ was im-
portant and wonderful.. ‘ause |
Woo't be tack Dana.™

a8
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The Reminder

DEEP READS

Fmdmg an answer and purpose through MAID

The Pettersen famiy, with Judy and Clarence front and centre, spend time fogether
during the 2018 Christmas seasca at the Manioba legsiature. This would be the
farnily's last Christmas together before Clarence’s death three manths biter,
SUBMITTED PHOTOS

ERIC WESTHAYER

Reparter

Note: The following prece
confains  graphic  descrip-

assistance bv dyteg (MAID).
Some readers may find the
subject matter

Judy Pettersen will re-
member the day forever -
March 28, 2018, It was the
day her husband Clarence
chose to end his fght with
cancer before the (llness
could end him.

Meost people tn Flin Flon
koow the broad strokes of
the storybynow Clarence, a
beloved community figare,
a teacher and educator and,
fior a belef time, a provinchl
poltical kingmaker, died
following a long battle with
cancer. There are no spodl-
ers. The end of the story, as
most people know &, & al-
ready written,

Contained with  that
story Is how Pettersen lived
in his final months, how the
family came together and
stood beside the paterfim il
las and bow Judy handled
her koss and grief A retived
teacher, product designer
ind writes; Judy has taken
to writing and community

mpportbﬁndsdmelﬁ:t

Madds created by pey-
chologists break grief down
into a series of shges. First,
there's a shodk or trauma,
refusal or tnabilty ©© un-
derstand, then resistance,
catharsis - the release of re-
pressed emotions, possibly
sadness or despair but also
relief and joy - then resigna-
ton to reality and reintegra-
ton back into the workd,

Shock and refusal

Clarence was first dlag-
nceed with cancer In 2013
not bong after he was elected
as MLA for Flin Fla He

about four years,” said Judy.

“The doctor saw how
upset we were and sakd, But
some people get booger!” but
be had almost exacty four
years”

More treatment fol-
lowed. Once again, Clarence
looked Lke he had beat the
disease. A visit to an ca-
cologist in May 2017 proved
otherwise.

Best Feature Storylst
Flin Flong The Remindec Eric Westhaver

“When we were in the
office and we got that news
-and [ mean this with allmy
beart - the doctor left the
room and Isald to Clarence,
T feel really bad for some-
baody but theres been a mix-
up. We've got someone dlse’s
file” Judy sadd.

Folowing his diagnosts,
Clarence was told his opticos.
Aggressive trestment could
extend his life, but the cancer
would still eventmally over-
corne. He could akbo refuse
treatment and Jet the disease
ke s course, Hkely ending
up in a bospital and dying
surrcunded by machines.

There was, however, a
third option - still newat the
time.

A docor mentionsd
medical assistance in dy-
ing (MAID). At that point,
MAID was a2 new policy in
Canada and in Manitoba. For
many pears, MAID was das-
sified 2 aiminal and any-
coe who had elther helped
the person die, helped pln
the death or knew about the
phmn and chose not o inter-
wene would be committing a
crime. In several countries,
MAID & still seen that way
bythe kne

Swrting in June 2016,
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Indigenous commercial fishers exonerated by province for oven‘lshmg
r—

BY Patricia Barrett

Indigenous commercial fishers on
Lake Winnipeg were given an abso-
lute dischalgci; t month for overfish-
ing their quotas after participating in
a restorative justice process.

Henry Traverse and his son Her-
man Traverse from Ki
First Nation (Jackhead) were exoner-
ated on Oct. 6 by Manitoba provincial
court judge Ryan Rolston, who heard
the case in community court in Peguis
First Nation.

“I think it’s the first ime this has
happened [i.e., acquitted by the prov-
ince] as far as 1 know because we went
through an Indigenous court justice
program,”said Henry Traverse, who is
president of the Keewatinook Fishers
of Lake Winnipeg and an advocate for
lndlﬁcnous fishing rights. “That was
the driving force of what took place
here”

The province, which regulates the
commercial fishery, doesn’t recognize
the rights of Indigenous people to fish
commercially, said Traverse, nor does
the federal government although Sec-
tion 35 of ghe 1982 Constitution Acz
recognizes fishing as an Ab

Section 35 rights apply to subsis-
tence living, said Traverse, and the
province wipﬁ impose penalties if com-
mercial fishers exceed their allotted
quota.

“We're lmng to get the pmunce to
understand Indigenous rights,” said
Traverse. “It’s the same thing that's
happening on the east coast with In-
digenous [Nova Scotia lobster] fish-
ers that are under federal jurisdiction.
It's a big issue. Regardless whether
it’s provincial or federal jurisdiction,
they're still neglecting our rights as a
First Nation people.”

Kinonjeoshtegon has about 40 quo-
tas in total and roughly 20 active fish-
ers, said Traverse, and it’s the only
First Nation community in Manitoba
that sells commercially caught fish to
a private buyer in Ontario rather than

EXPRESS FILE PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Lake Winnipeg pickerel and plke In totes.

years and it has got to continue for the
next generations.”
The Ti * legal counsel, Cyn-

through the federally run Frest
Fish Marketing Corporation.

“We're moving in a direction of be-
ing our own masters. We want to be
able to market and sell our products
without interference,” said Traverse,
who is the Assembly of First Nations’
Manitoba representative on a fishery
advocacy ¢ ittee that works with

right along with rights to land, lft’um-
ing, their own culture and the power
to make treaties.

the federal government. “Fishing is a
way of life for us. Indigenous people
have thrived on it for thousands of

thia Westaway, who is director of the
Westaway Law Group in Ottawa, said
she recommended a restorative jus-
tice approach as the case was head-
ing to court because it was in keeping
with the principles of reconciliation.
The process saw discussions take
place over a number of months be-

harmful to families and communities
that rely on fishing.

l\mnmeoshtegon has faced many
challenges, she added, including a
lack of clean drinking water, regional
flooding and lengthy power outages,
all of which are exacerbated by poor
economic outcomes, historic racism
and systemic discrimination.

She also cited the monopoly held by
FFMC V\hlch was problemauc and

" to I

tween the Traverses, Wi ry, Mani-
toba conservation officers and the
prosecutor (lhe rm\'mclal depan-

I fishers,
and the province’s formal withdraw-
al from FFMC thal occurred without

ment of S )in
order to provide an upponumw for
all parties to understand each other’s
perspective, as well as discuss the im-
portance of Indigenous fishing rights
in Manitoba. Efforts to build a rela-
tionship between provincial conser-
vation officers and fishers were also
one of the goals.

“During these conversations, the
parties discussed Section 35 Ab-
oriﬁinal rights and the importance of

ilding a relationship between con-
servation officers, the province and
Indi ﬁshen said W by
email. “The Traverses eamed a Smaler
understanding of the roles of con-
servation officers under the regula-
tions, while the conservation officers
learned about the vital role that fish
plays in the Traverses’ community and
identity.”

The Traverses were charged for vio-
lating Section 12(2) of the Manitoba
Fishery Regulations. Henry has a
commercial fishing quota of 19,970 ki-
lograms of walleye/sauger and white-
fish and went over his quota by 2,986
kg on his 59th delivery. Herman has a
commercial fishing quota of 11,430 ki
and went over by 2,200 kg on his 4St§
and final delivery.

They were facing provincial fines of
up to $100,000.

The Traverses depend on fishing for

“Canada and Manitoba have not
stepped in to provide marketing ca-
F\acily to Indigenous fishers in order

or them to successfully participate in
an open market. As a result, Indige-
nous fishers are struggling, especially
during this pandemic,” said West-
away.

Although Westaway was able to
have the charges against the Traverses
dropped, she said Indigenous fishers
are still not exempt from Manitoba’s
fishing regulations.

“Justice Rolston did not make any
determination on the applicability
of Manitoba fishing regulations on
Indigenous fishers in Manitoba as
Henry and Herman pleaded guilty
and took full ow nerﬂhlp of fishing be-
yond their quotas,” she said. “Justice
Rolston stressed that the goal of the
criminal justice and regulatory sys-
tem is to ensure we all live peacefully
together”

Waestaway said while the provincial
government doesn’t recognize an in-
herent or treaty right for Indigenous
people to fish commerdially, it must
consider the potential impacts on
them “before making decisions” that
affect their rights.

“This includes how Manitoba en-
forces fishing regulations on Lake
Wmm;ng‘ through fines or other

their livelihood, said V y, and
fines and/or fishing suspensions are

s for Indig, fishers,” said
chana\
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Arlen Dumas, Grand Chief of the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs, smiles as Kinde rgarten student Caleb Wilson tries on his headdress

AODCOR

ELENENTARY SCHOOL

A grand day at Erickson Elementary

>> Manitoba Grand Chief Arlen Dumas connected with students during avisit to school

CANDY IRWIN

th Mourtan Press

It was a prand day at Er-
ckson  Elementary  School
(EES) on Thursday, Feb 20
when Arlen Dumas, Grand
Chilef of the Assembly of Man}-
toba Chiefs (AMC), spent time
with students and szaff In hoo-
our of 1 Love to Read Month'

To many of the studenss at
EES, Dumas has 2lmost “Tock-
star’ status and It's easy to see
why. His manner was kind. He
Wwas generous, bue judiclous,
with his prake His humour
wis gentle and his wonds, 1n-
spiring

The Grand Chief's visit be-
gan with a traditional offering
of tolacco and it didn't take
him long to connect with the

students.

“LAt me begin by telling
¥OU a story,” he began

Dumas went on t0 explain
that he was born In Pukatawa-
gan, MB, a remote communicy
over 70 klometres north of
Erickson.  He described 1t as
an “isoiated place”™ where,
when he was young, there
were very few chlldren's
books, even In the school.

“But my Grandpa had one.
As 3 ltle boy, 1 loved that
book 50 much that 1 asked him
t0 read it :0 me every day
day after day. Sometimes 1
asked him 0 read ¥ t0 me
three or four times 1n just one
day’ It even had 3 song In 1!
Oh, 1t was a ood book™

Whea Dumas revealed thae
the book was “Clnderefla” and

that the SONg Was “Blbbial,
Bobbidl, Boo,” the K-Cr. 2 stu-
G:nts gigpled, but the Gr. 3 - 6
studenss guffawed!

“One day, that book jast
disappeared,” he mussd

After that story and an-
other about how he decided to
become a chief when he was
only In Grade 2, a genuine
rapport was Armly estab-
lished. He then read ewo age
appropriate books to each
group, engaging the students
by adding persomal storles.

“I endourage you w do the
best you can, because reading
will be Important t0 you for
the rest of your 1¥e,” he sajd.
“In a2 book like ‘Cinderella’
the author creases a whole
new world for you and as a
reader, you are aliowed to en-

ter that world, created by
somecne else’s Imagination

“You can leamn a lot from
Dbooks, too,” he sald, pleased 0
read ‘Go Show the World" by
Wab Kinew (Leader of the
Manitoha New Democratic
Party and carrent Leader of
the Opposition In the Manl-
toba Leglslature) to the clder
students. Kinew's book osle-
brates stories of Indlgenous
people throughous time, some
of whom are personal acqualn-
tances of Dumas.

The Grand Ch¥f, however,
“belleves In taking 2 nom-
pantisan positdon becauss, as
ZOVErnNMENns change, we have
t0 be willing to work with
whichever pary ls edected.”

SE2 WISIT INCLUDED P2
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Ince the beginning of
their me, Canadian
Indigenous peoples
bave been using
plants and other nat-
ural matesials as
medicine.

With more than 400 differ-
ent specles of plants - as well
as lichens, fungl and algae
sdentified 10 have medicinal

p licatons, generations of
genous people have passed
mmr knowledge and thelr ra-
ditions down, follow1ng proeo.
cols for harvessing and
application.

At Chief Chariss Audy Me.
martal School (CCAMS) on
Wuskw1 Sipihk Firse Natlon
(WSFN) 1t 1s Brenda Gaudry
who Is educasing the youngest
generation on their culwaral
pracuioes.

Working at the school as an
educational assistant special-
zing in cultural teaching,
Gaudry - who owns her own
business, Creative Spirit -
shares her knowledge with the
students.

“I started working here four

Danielle Gordon-Brecome

STAR AND TIWES EDOCR

VEars ago and at irst it was
Just ag an educational assis-
tant, helping in the class-
rooms,” she sadd, noting that
lastyear the school began of-
fering cultural-hased classes
basad on outdoor education.

“My matn job is to 1nstill
pride In our students by un-
derstanding thetr cuitdral
backgrounds and teachings.
So, I go hack hundreds of
years and teach them what our
peopie had to do to live and
survive

“From there we started
teaching a few Cree words a
day. I would say, on our re-
serve, there 1s only about 20

percent that Xnow the lan.
e and none of the stu-
ents knew 16"

Beginning to learn about
culture and language leads to
curtosity from the students
about traditional ceremontes
and pow wow.

“In order to go into
WOW there are Certaim prowo-
cols that need to be done,” sald
Gaudry. “They had to go
through the sweat Jdge cere-
monies and gee thedr tradl-
tlonal names and their colours
for their regalia.

“None of them knew how to
sew 20 1 had to show them how
t0 use the sewing machine and
how t0 make their own regalia.
Here, the boys do the Grass
Dance and the giris do the
Fancy Shawl"”

Now, the school has 15 chil
dren with full regalla who at-
tend a handful of pow wWows
each year. They even have
thelr own drum group.

“This year we focused more
on outdoar education and
showing the students what our
creator has put on Mother

Students taught traditional 1 prachces

Earth for us to0 sustaln our-
selves with,” Gaudry said.

“When we lived a'1,000
gears ago there was pohing

ere. S0, I'm teaching them
what Kind of medicines were
used, what was picked and
what they were used fur. We
have an entdre list of things we
are picking.

“Istart them in Grade 1 and
they (age appropriately) pick
B pLAfs.? She CORHTER.
“There 18 a teaching for every
plant tha: we pick - everything
has a story and a meaning be.
hind 1t

“We've had 10 locate all
these #ems that are naturally
grown and are easy for the sig-
cents to access and pick.”

The students closely fPollow
cultural protocol when har-
vesting items with sustainabil-
ity being the key teaching.

“We remind the children
that the Creator has put thess
things in the ground for our

t that we have to be
grateful,” said Gaudry.

LEARNING: SEEPAGED2
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Goats get down to mob grazing and soil enhancement at Gimli High School

By Patricia Bamett

Gimli High Schoal was the site of
mob grazing last Tuesday when a hend
of goats was let loose for a day of nat-
ural lawn-mowing.

Farmer Jordan Dankochik brought
about 20 or so of his goats to a pach
of native grasses and Bowers that ring
a wetland on the front lawn of the
high schoal after the East Interlake
Watershed District initiated a project
to weed the space and provide more
room for native grasses and Bowers to
flounsh.

EIWD manager Armand Belanger
said praine grasslands evolved to
withstand regular fire events and,
normally, the EIWD would have un-
dertaken a prescribed bumn in the
fifth year of growth to regenerate the
grasses.

But the district, which monitors sur-
face water and groundwater quality
and carries out projects to promote
the health of the watershed, opted for
a spot of “short-term mob grazing”
that native grasslands also learned
to endure long ago when bison herds
roamed the praines.

*Our goal & that the goats remave
some of weeds, which typically grow
in the eady part of the season, and
give space 1o the many different types

At Noventis, we find
solutions. Ask about

our mortgage options
for cottages today.

elanger up
fencmg and vnsntedwrd\ the goats.

of native grasses and fowers, which
typically grow in the latter part of the
season,”said Belanger.

The wetland and the knoll of native
grasses andd flowers growing along
its penimeler were projects initiated

plants around the small wetland.

in 2014 by a group of students led by
Dean Mulroy, Steven Hess and Zenon
Matkowsky, with help from teacher
Cheryl Bailey.

Called the Gimli High School Wet-
land Enhancement Project, the stu-
dents created the wetland in order to
help filter surface water on its way 1o
Lake Winnipeg. They also created the
natural riparian are2 to assis! in pu-
rifying water and provide a resource
for pollinating insects and birds and a
habitat far wildlife, said Bedanger. The
site includes walking paths. The stu-
dents received funding support from
the EIWD, Ducks Unlimited and the
Evergreen School Division.

Nine different types of native grass-
es and 20 different types of native
flowers were planted in June 2016, he
said. Those plants include the aster,
false sunflower, yarrow, Canada milk
wvetch, side oats gamma and big blue
stem (Manitoba’s provincial grass).

The advantage of growing native
plants is that they have long rocts and
there is little need to water or fertilize
them, said Belanger. The long rocts
also stabilize the sod, reduce erosion,
absorb water thus decreasing flood-
ing events, sequester carbon and in-
crease biodiversity.

The EIWD provides tours of the site,
encouraging people to identify as
many plants as they can using a hand-
out. The organization has a sign post-
«d at the site and has been monitoring
and maintaining it with prescribad
mowing and weeding as needed.

As the goats chowed down on weeds,
they deposited a bit of “natural festil-
er”on the grassland.

“The goats will ... leave behind nu-
trients and activate benefical mi-
crobes and bactenia, which will further

EXPRESS PHOTOS
The goats went to work, sating weeds to regenerate the grasses and

While rm here, | should smell the
flowers.

increase 2 healthy native grassland
stand,”said Belanger.

Jordan Dankochik, who farms near
Gimli, has a herd of aboat 150 goats
and after Chastmas, he accepts do-
nations of pine trees, which his goats
consider a treat.

Belanger said Dankochik was
pleased with his goats’ efforts to help
regenerate  the grassland, saying
they're now well-trained for their next
Lwn-cutting and soil-enhancing job.

People who saw the herd at the
school stopped by Io visit and learn
aboat the importance of creating and
preserving wetlands and plants that
grow around them.

“It is such a pleasure to go to this
site and see the great diversity of na-
tive flowers and grasses. The amount
of life that is jam-packed in this small
project is just remarkable,” said Be-
langer. “There have been sightings of
ducks, geese, beavers, deer, frogs, tad-
poles, dragonlies and even a sighting
of a least bettern, which is a small her-
on you may find swaying in the wind
1o resemble marsh vegetation. Now,
how many schools have that?”




The Manitoba Burrowing Owl Recovery
Program is in great need of donations,

funding

By Ligia Braidotti

A Garson resident is hoping she
can help keep an endangered species
alive.

Jane Seniw, a licensed arborist at Tree
Care, recently donated a painting of
burrowing owls she was gifted when
in Saskatchewan for a watershed

conference in 2003 to the Manitoba
Burrowing Owl Recovery Program.
The painting by Saskatchewan artist
Fred Lahrman was part of a series of
artwork to draw attention to grass-
land species at risk. He created the
painting from memories dating back
to the 1930s when it was common to
see burrowing owls
nesting in Western
Canada.

Seniw was

The Manitoba Burrowing Owl Re-
covery Program started in 2013, a year
after Froese completed her master’s
research and found out that the num-
ber of burrowing owls had dropped.
The program focuses on three goals
— reintroduction of burrowing owls,
research and monitor of the birds, and
education.

“We do surveys all around south-
western Manitoba, and then we look
for habitat, open grassland, no trees,
no shrubs, there’s got to be ground
squirrels and burrows available be-
cause burrowing owls can't dig their
own nest, so they need some holes

available”  Froese
said.

Burrowing owls
are the only North

touched when she | THE THING W|TH BUR_ Amen}:an bird that

heard the recovery

nests in the ground,

program was fac- ROW'NG OWLS |S THAT and because thc_-_\'
ing funding chal- lF THERE'S NO ONE are not able to dig

lenges due to cuts

their own, they rely

fm:\ lfl’:; E\n:;vinciél HELPING THEM, THEY :)}:1 abancfuned: nos;'s
emmen. | ARENOTGETTING OFF  qccupicd by animale
“When [ heard THE ENDANGERED like badgers, foxes,

about the program,

ground  squirrels,

1 thought ‘T will SPECIES LIST. coyotes, and pocket

donate this” and |

they can do with it

whatever they wish to raise funds to
keep the program going” she com-
mented. “The more promotion that
they get on the whole program, it may
prompt somebody else to say ‘Maybe

I'll donate something."”

Alexandra Froese, project manager
at Manitoba Burrowing Owl Recovery
Program, said it costs about $100,000
a year to run the program at its full-
est — research, recovery, educational
programs, and supplies for burrowing
owls.

“We rely mostly on the public and
private sector donations,” Froese ex-
plained.

gophers. According

to the recovery pro-

ﬁram, the burrowing owl population

as decreased by 96 per cent since
1987,

“You hear people here in Manitoba
saying that they haven’t seen a bur-
rowing owl since the 80s,"Froese com-
mented.

“I have never seen one in my life,”

Seniw added.

The recovery program works with
landowners to arrange suitable loca-
tions for artificial nest burrows.
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Burrowing owls can’t survive on their own

RECORD PHOTO BY LICIA BRAIDOTTI
Jane Senhw (left) and Alexandra Froese, project manager at Manitoba
Burrowing Ow! Recovery Program, stand beside the picture Sentw do-
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Black bears: rescue, rehabilitate, release

Black Hear Rescue Manitobacares for arphaned cubs until their return to the wild
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Surviving domestic violence and abuse

Parkland worman shares her story with hopes of helping others through 2 ditficult time
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Better access to CF meds required
Springfield mother fighting for son, other children living with cystic fibrosis

By Tewry Zerusha

An Oekbazk womne i fight-
img 0 get access to mportamt
madications for har som a=d all
othar childrea bving with cystc
fibrosic amd wanis to mpeak with
o press har casa.

Sheralis Sprimg said bar Sour-
yuar-old som Wyatt wes fortemase

They used to bavs one, Spring
sxplained, but it was gradu-
ally sliminated betwean 19935 and
2018, lszving femiliss to pay the
emtire cost of thoss seven drogs.

CO= 2 mational kwel, Canada
naads to join the growimg list
of nn'u.nh's']u with 2 rars aiiji:nu
smategy bo 2sssss drogs specific
to rare diseasus liks cystic Shro-
sis, which affects am sstimated

ho was dizgnosed with cystic 130 Mansobens. The frostrating
fibrosis at leas them thres  espect for families Bke the Springs
waaks old thanks to 2 provizcial  is there 2me dnags being prodncsd
DT SETRES That tiat cem greathy improvs e lives
dllowed dectors to ba proectivein  of 95 par cext of Canadizzs bving
treating the boy. with oystic fibro-
“It makes a uis, drogs whick
world of differ- trext the causes,
smca o ba abla o | don’t think zaot just improve
treat :.ﬁ.t ma&::' anyone should Ihln:'I_\:npbon; .
espacially wi ; needs to
I:_\']:ﬁ.n: ﬁ.brk: |95-n? their MH'E ta change bacauss
ing a progressive cystic fibrosis when oo vaeg an of
diseasa,” Spring  there's drugs thot  these drugs that
zined. exist right mow. mld]:.nl'q:mm.ns
An 'b“ I:_a}.;: -:I' im the Fﬁnu.l
young bey, . .
wit ez o~ oneralin Spring pml:u:nh.r that
much 25 two and wa doz't bave ac-
ons-half bours oo bo becama the
ql;\q::{dm Camadion govarm-
onof drugs  mant will not provide fesding for
lmd. "pqmunn]hn . whers his  tham,” Sprimg sasd. “T don't think
perants cup thedr 5 and tap  amyome should loss their batils
on diffareet parts of his chest to  to cystic fbrosis when there's
loosan mooss. drugs that axist right mow {that
Want also teies medications, cam kalp).”
seven differant omes svery da Thoes in parti -
o manage his :}mpbnmiu,yr_'lnur ly mpmfuﬁh'np:?&m;npﬂ -
mucus 2nd sz ke absochs s Lng'n.'.rﬂl.:_]lw::ﬁ.buw: Orkambi
samtial witeaming. izoprove braatiing, re-

Livizg in Mezfivbe is douhly

I with
Shvoris o8 o T, Sopimg

said. Ma=sioha jx the ool
mﬂmﬂmamrmﬁbmu
dnzg plan to cover daiby nse dugs
2z amtthiotics sither for froe or
with an affordable dedncghle.

d.l.mﬂm n.d:ufll.l.n;m.fnmuus

It
270,000 pa yass Halydece s
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there"s Symdsio, which costs

£321,200. A forarth drug, Trikafta,
was mcently approved by the
United States Food and Dinsg Ad-
mimistration. A year s worth could
cost 2407000 = Canada.

Spring said she and other par-
amts Teant to mest with fadoral amd
provizcial paliticians to introduce
e b e chdldres amd axplais
why these dmgs a so important
Ewun gutimg am imitial discossion
beooked hes proved ehsive Bus
they e 2ot gIving up. .

A spoke for Manisoba
Hualsh said the provincial gevern-
st suppodts both the Canedian
gui in Health™s ({CADTH) Com-

rigw (CDE]
n:: = “!u a5 the pﬁf:}nrﬁi
Pharmacestical Alhaeca (pCPA)
process whan constdarng the
salsction of drogs to be mc

“Badars a druyg i added to the
rizcial formulary, it mest fimst
Em iawed Itm'ugh CADTHs
A BEDETIOT
nwhm B conducts
and ebjective svalmtions
the cEmical a=d oconcenic value
of dmgs and hoalth techmologiza
These evalutions are thes nsed to
provids formeelary Ksfing recom-
msndations to peblicly fonded
drmg plans across Canada ™
Ths govsrnmezt currextly
widas - for war-
ﬂ 'Ibuanmgclanur?hixh treat
CF. tha spolmsparson added. This
mcludes K.lJ]rdm:n. which the
on 523d is cowarsd m-
dar Part 3
thmezgh M Pharmacar.

m Movsmbar 2018 and mecom-
msndad that it med be meimbursed

dug 20 the uncsrtainty in whethar
tha uss of Orkambi was sssociated
withinproramests i= cystic filkeo-
=g outcomss. As such, Orkambd
:i:nu'tp.'b]i.:l}'fnnﬁnd.mlﬁuﬂu—
ba,” the spokesperson sxplamed.
“CADTH has bean unahle to rec-
cmmmend reimbursemest for Sym-
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Fioio by oy Zarucha
Sheraiin Spring, with four-year-sld son Wratt, says there are
drugs s cam improve die fives of 85 per cemt off Cammdians fvimg
with cystic Abresic Sws the federal povernment does mor
pronisr findimg for them.

dakin 25 a duyg mbmdssion has not
bisan filed by the mamfachorar to
datg. As such, public fanding is
zaot comtidared for Symdeke in
Mazitoba at this finss.
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